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‘he Season's Greetings and 
avery good wish for 3 Prosperous, 
~. Plappy New Year 
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MORE aS STATE LIBRARY BUILDING, To further its pro- 
jected $1,000,000 State library building, the Texas Woman's Press 
Association is now organizing an Austin and Texas State Library 
Centennial Council, This body, composed of eminent men and women, 
will serve in both an honorary and advisory capacity to the press 
association, and-will lend their“influence and endorsement to the 
project. The plan of the Women's: Pross Association to erect a 
library and to expand the institution into a Texas historical and 
educational center has received enthusiastic endcersement all over the 
state, the association reports. Work on this project has been going 
on for some time, and has received the sanction of both houses of the 
legislature, 

The plan grew out of the press women's interest in better protection 
for the priceless archives and for more adequate facilities for all de~ 
partments of the Texds State Library. 

For years past the State Librarians and the Texas Library and 
Historical Commission have urged the legislature to erect. a-state li- 
brary building to take care of the growing needs of the library. Many 
citizens over the state have shown decided interest in the need for such 
a building; but it wes not until the Texas ‘Woman's Press Assdéciation 
adopted, in 1938, the project for its’ objoctive ’ that definite plans for 
a campaign ‘wére formilated. ithe 


Le 


EMPLOYMENT REMINDER. All librarians ‘who wish to be kept in the 
active employment file of the Texas State Library are requested to keep 
their qualifications blanks renewed ycarly. Any ono who has not regis~ 
teréd may do so by writing for rezistration blanks, 
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NEW LIBRARY BUILDINGS. A contributing factor to library development 
in Texas has been the crection of several now buildings during the year, 
-Most conspicuous among -them is tho. $400,000 building of the Fort-Worth 
Public Library. Others have been the Park Place Branch of the Houston 
Public Library; the charming English-type building for the Kilgore City 
Library; the Cody Memorial Library in Georgetown, and the Emmic Scelce 
Faust Memorial Library in San Marcos, Most of these buildings have been 
possible through PVA grants, —_ 

In Jacksonville a $5,000 bond issuc was recently authorize@ for the 
Jacksonville Public Library building, this sum to be augmented by PWA 
funds, The total cost of the building will approximate $10,000, 
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“IT DEPENDS -ON THE POINT OF VIEW! Patrons of the Texas State Library 
occasionally not only want books to read but also the wherewithal with 
which to read them. The other day an elderly person came to one of the 
librarians and requested the use of her glasses. The librarian, needing 
them hersolf, regretfully declined to lend them. Whereupon the person 
wont in turn to cach of the other librarians, and being rofused on the 
some grounds by all of thom, replicd, "My word, this is the stingicst 
library staff I over saws" 
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LIBRARY FIELD TRIPS I]! OUTLINE - SEPT.1-DEC.1.1939.(Notes from Ex- 
tension Division,Texas state Library) Sent.t-le.Caldwoll County.Second 
visit paid by Director of Extension during 1939.Found nrofross of county 
library movement slowed up considerably by determination of County Coun- 
cil Pe-TeAeto establish health unit first.Would not consider asking for 
both the same year.***In Guadalupe County found the unprecedented drouth 
had made farmers unwilling to start anything new.However,Chairman of 
County Library Committee still very enthusiastic.***In Gonzales County 
the five rosidents vreviously writton to who were called on were co- 
onerative and alert,planning to form a county library committee.***Two 
meetings in DeWitt County,one in Yorktown,and one in Cuero.Both groups 
much interested, but doubt expressed concerning an appropriation duc to 
recent struggle by local club to get even $50 for improvement of court 
house grounds, oven though court house is located conspicuously on state 
highway.***Victoria Public Library badly in need of better support.Bronte 
Library Association's incoming chairman to take county library plan before 
association and urge county-wide library establishment for Victoria County. 
***Manager of Port Lavaca's Chamber of Commerce,former resident of Nueces 
County,completely "sold" on the county library idea for Calhoun County. 
Went with him to visit influential people,including mcmbors of commissionocrs' 
court.Plans made for county-wide library movement during 1940.***Sept.28- 
Oct.12.Williamson County.High assessed valuation but without public library 
of any kind.Badly in need of county-wide system.High school superintendent 
and P.-T.Aspresident at Taylor both interested and cooperative.eBoth said, 
however ,movement must wait awhilc.***President of Business & Professional 
Women's Club,Gatesvillo,ready to interest club,also people of Coryell County 
in County-wide library.***Hamilton County blessed with unusually alert, 
intelligent group of women in Hamilton,rcady to organize strong movement 
for county library ostablishment.One very influential woman, however, "will 
take no part",as she recontly asked court for home demonstration agent and 
promised to ask for nothing clse.s***In Taylor County, those approached, 
including Rep.Bryan Pradbury(who introducod state-aid-for-public-library 
bills)felt county amply able to support county library.However,no chairman 
for the movomont could be found.***Palo Pinto County:"No chance for a long 
time in this county"=this from one of tho biggost tax-payers in Olney.*** 
Haskell County Judre and a group of county residents talked over possibil- 
itics for a county library."County too far in debt duc to former oxtrava- 
gances"=(quoting County Judgc).**#*Wise County:"No chance." Recent “happon- 
ings" left county in bad financial condition.***Collin County.An oasis in 
the desert.County in fine financial condition;agricultural yoar vory good. 
Intelligent,coopcrative,woll known woman accepted chairmanship for county 
library movement.Good possibility of establishment there.***Hunt County 
borrowed demonstration collection;due to series of circumstances no county= 
wide organization yet established.***Library board in Sulphur Springs, 
Hopkins County,eager to do something to incrcase support of library,met 
to discuss county library establishment.Plans formed and committees and 
chairmen nomed.***Paris Public Library Board,Lamar County,at present afraid 
to attempt county-city library combination,but this plan the most practical 
one for the county.***Those visited in Fannin County not able yet to organ- 
ize library movement,or to take responsTH TT ty of Gamonstration library. *** 





















































Grayson County,reported by its residents to be in good financial conditions 
and to have the "grandest commissioners court in the state",will open coun- 
ty library campaign early in 1940.***During visit to Judge Ben Fly,of 
Dallas County,Judge Fly said "no moncy at all available for county library. 
Too much needed for relicf".**#*]Iill County rosidonts,oager and ready for 
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county library,plannod campaign and arranced for domonstration collection 
from Toxas State Library.***Nov.l-let with Uvalde County Council Pe-T.As 
to plan county or joint county library systoa,Prospocts good.***llove4. 
Mot with Johnson County Council P.-T.A.This the second mecting during 
year for county l?brery establishnient.Plans mado to circulate votitions. 
***Nov.20.Mason County:liectins of thirty mon and women,including county 
judge anc one commissioncr.County in firsteclass financial condition,with 
large balance in county goneral fund.A rare thing.County judrc "sure" 
court would make approvriation if ncoplo wanted library. 
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BOOK WEEK OBSERVANCES. Toxas libraries of all typos = city, county, 
club and subscription, us well as small nogro librarics - joined tho na- 
tion in observing National Book “/cok, Nov.l12-19. The theme "Books Around 
the World" was observed and thc most widely used mcthod of expressing the 
theme was the use of costumed dolls. In some libraries the dolls reprosecnt- 
ed various countries of tho world, while others were dressed to represent 
book characters, still othcors were modcled after history making characters 
such as Hitler, Stalin, Chamberlain, and ilussolini. 

Other methods used to observe Book Weck wero roading contests, pag- 
eants, book showers, book reviews, lectures, window displays, poep boxes, 
postors, literary programs, radio talks, story hours, and open house. 

In most cases the results of Book \ieck were most «ratifying. The 
Fort Worth Public Library made a check of the cttcndance in its main builde- 
ings Tho total attcndance for the wock was 13,782, an average of 2,297 
persons a day. Tho last attendance check was made during the summer. At 
that time the total was 7,779, a daily average of 1,296. Takinz into 
consideration the fact that library cttondance is less in the summer than 
at any other time durins the year, it is novertheless apparent that the 
Fort ‘iorth Public Library's Book tleck Celebration attracted many ner visi-~ 
tors. Tho library, also had a scrics of story hours for the children, 
as woll as lectures and rovicws for odults, ana vas fortunate in securing 
one of tho most promincnt display windows in the city for an exhibit of 
books, etc. 
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TEXAS CHILDREN'S LIBRARIAN WRITMS BOOM: Congratulations to Siddie Joc 
Johnson, Children's librarian of the Dallas Public Library on having writ- 
ten a book for children, tcontatively called Debbic. Miss Johnson who has 
already established herself as a Toxas poct of notc, now is pioncering in 
juvonile literature. Hor Debbie will be the first children's book written 
by a children's librarian in Toxas. The book has been accepted by Longmans, 
Greon and is scheduled for publication next fall. 
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IDEAL OF LIBRARY SERVICE. Harrison W, Cravor, former Presidont of A.L.A. 
in defining library service says "Our ideal should be to give cach and evory 
inquirer the book whon he needs it, We should be able to tell him what this 
book is, if he does not already know, and to get it from our own shclves or 
from some other point. We should encourage every activity to make it pos- 
sible for him to have access to some library without an unreasonable effort." 
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~ BOOKMOBILE NEWS. On the 14th of Novombor, Tom Green County Library's 
now travoling library trailor, known as the Massic Memorial Traveling Li- 
brary, made its initial trip. The bookmobile was purchased with funds 
from tho Massie Memorial Foundation, Every yoar the Foundation pays over 
to the County Library approximately $1,100.00 for books for children and 
young people. This year o committee of the Library Board persuaded the 
Foundation to use a part of the 1939 allocation to purchase the Traveling 
Library. 

The Trailer is a commercial trailer. The shell cost $647.25 and tho 
equipmont $172,69, making the total approximately $820.00. The equipment 
consists of shelying, tilted one inch, and shelves covered with rubber 
treading, with a 2 inch board at the back of the sholves, also covered to 
provent rubbing; a charging desk, with shelves underneath; a Coloman gaso- 
line heater, and four folding bridgo-table chairs. A new 1940 Dodge coupe, 
equipped with overload springs, air brakes, and trailer hitch was purchasod 
by the county, This is used to tow the trailer, and also for station visits, 
The trailer will carry about 800 books. 

Since the first trip on November 14th, approximately 1,400 books have 
been placed on the shelves, and the same numbor circulated during the half- 
month period. Twenty-three rural schools will be served by the Massie 
Momorial Traveling Library twice each month. In addition it is used as a 
Branch Library once each weck in the Lakcviow Community. 

This new addition makes a total of eight public library bookmobiles in 
Texas. The first one was used by Tyrrell Public Library, Beaumont. It is 
now being used by the Jefferson County Library. At the present time the 
Houston Public Library, the Bexar, Carson, Harris, Jefferson, Nucces, Tom 
Green and Wharton county librarics have bookmobiles as part of their equip- 
ment. 
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LIBRARIES IN TEXAS. During November the Texas State Library Extension 
Division revised, at tho request of Joseph Me Nance, Supervisor of Imprints, 
Texas Historical Records Survey, ‘Jorks Projects Administration, the list of 
libraries in Toxas which included all agencies serving the people with li- 
brary material of any kind. The list, therefore, includes college and 
university, public, club and subscription, and W.P.A. librarics in the state. 
Although there may be some slisht duplication in namos of the small libraries 
in the smaller towns, tho list totals 671 such library agencios over the 
state. Public school and branch libraries,oxcept Negro,are not included. 
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BOUQUETS TO LIBRARIANS! An epigram written by Sinclair Lewis appears 
on the certificate of the Lippincott Award given for the "most outstanding 
contribution to librarianship". It reads: "I doubt if I.owo more to any 
of my teachers, even to such mastors as Tinker of Yale, or to any editor 
or critic, than to the several librarians who Have shown so joyous a zeal 
in encouraging me to use their libraries. The keepers of books are the 
unarmored keepers of civilization." 

Another bouquot was tossed to librarians by Lynn Landrum, columnist 
for the Dallas Morning Nows. In a recent issue of the paper Mr. Landrum 
devoted his entire column to a discpssion of the services librarians 
render to humanity. He speaks of librarians as "ministers to civilization" 
and “missionaries for the spread of roading". 
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NEGRO BRANCH LIBRARIES. Wharton County Library is working on a plan to 
give library servico. to Nogroos. Miss Hazel Paco, librarian, called a 
meeting in Nevember of Nogro teachors, preachers, and heads of Negro 
extension service work in Wharton County to discuss various phases of’ 
the plan such as what books are needcd and wanted, whore book stations 
should. be placed, and how the Nogro people could best be served by a 
library.» 

Tom Green County Library is getting ready to open its now iteerb 
Branch Library. The building is a 32 x 24 ft. frame structure. It con: 
sists of one largo room and a small work room. Tho Negroes raised tho 
money to purchase the lot. It cost $400.00 and is located across the 
street from the Negro school. The building, without equipment, will’ 
cost approximately $1,600.00. The interior will be of natural knotty 
pine finish, and windows will be equipped with green venetian blinds. - 
The outside. will be white with a green dipped shingle roof. Tho roof is 
pitched, and the front ontrance is recessod about 16 inches. The buitd~’: 
ing should be completed in about three wecks. The formal opening’ prob- 
ably will be,soon after Christmas, Pep Ser $ 





~0- 


PUBLIC LIBRARY BUDGETS. For years tho American Library Association® 
has. accepted $1 per capita as an adequate budget on which a public li- 
brary can givo good service; that is, professionally trained attendants, 
and a sufficicnt amount of vital new books on all subjects. Recently, 
however, the A.L.A. Board on Salarios, Staff and Tonure have studicd li- 
brary finance problems as related to personnel and the result is as fol~ 
lows: 


; 





"For the budget in the smaller libraries, those in cities 
with less than 9,999 population, ao per capita budget of $1.50 
has been fixed as a standard because the statistics of libraries 
falling in that population froup, and giving food service showed. 
that $1 was insufficicnt for adequate scrvice. In the case of 
citics and towns in the 10,000 to 24,999 population group, the 
per capita budgot figure was set at $1. 25. After due consideration, 
the Board felt that unless these types of libraries do spond high- 
er amounts, it would be better for them to operate as a part of a 
larger unit of administration such as a county or rogional library 
system. This is decidely so in cities and towns of less than 5,000, 
and it is recommended for many librarics in towns with a population 
range of 5,000 to 14,999," 
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CHANGES IN PERSONNEL. After about nine years as Librarian of the Harris 
County Public L Library, Mrs. Elnora Edgar Buchanan, resigned on November 1 
to live in Boorne, where Mr. Buchanan has tho Episcopal rectorate. Mrs. 
Reba W. Anderson has been made acting librarian. 

Miss Margarct Waide has become a member of the staff of La Retama 
Public Library, Corpus Christi, ofter having been librarian of the Texarkana 
Public Library for more than a year. Mrs. J. We Smith has been appointed 
librarian, 

Miss Dorothy Bandy, Children's librarian of the Tyrrell Public Library, 
resigned on December 1, to be mrried, Miss Leola Robichaux, a member of 
the staff, has been made childron's librarian. 
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